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CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE MATERIALS

HOW TO ENGAGE WITH THIS SUBJECT
This is a difficult topic to engage with and some aspects are challenging to grasp. This is normal
and it is supposed to be this way.

WHAT YOU CANEXPECT

This series of factsheets will generally introduce you to the problem and data currently available.
Behind the percentages, there are individuals and their unique stories. While fully absorbing the
gravity of the situation, you might need to take a step back, breathe, look outside or drink a glass of
water, or any practice that grounds you. Rest assured, the knowledge you gain will hold immense
value and the potential to help not just yourself, but also those around you.

CHILD SEXUAL
Child sexual abuse material (CSAM) visually NABUSE
depicts a child or a person appearing to be a
child engaged in real or simulated sexually
explicit conduct. This includes:

e pictures & videos

 digitally created materials

Child sexual abuse is when a child is
forced or coerced to engage in sexual
activity, whether they are aware of
what is happening or not.

o deepfakes
» screenshots of live-streamed abuse
CSAM is exchanged, shared and sold online.

CHILD SEXUAL
EXPLOITATION

Age of of child
victims of CSAM
Suojellaan Lapsia 2021

ONLINE CHILD SEXUAL
What CSAM users watch ENPLOITATION (OGSE)

Suojellaan Lapsia 2021

refers to all acts of a sexually
i - M o . . . .
Girls 4-13y0:45% exploitative nature carried out against
Sadistic & brutal material: 24% .
Boys 4-13 yo: 18% a child that has, at some stage, a
Other violent materials: 7% connection to the online environment.
0-3 yo infants and toddlers: 6% It includes any use of ICT that results
or causes a child to be sexually
exploited or that results in or causes
material documenting such sexual
exposed to it when they were exploitation to be progluced, bought,
under 18 yo, of which 40% sold, possessed, distributed, or

when they were under 13 yo. transmitted.
(Suojellaan Lapsia 2021)

70% of CSAM users were
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Gender of child victims of CSAM
2% Both

7% Boys

R &

91 0/ Girls are twice as
Y likely as boys

girls.
INHOPE2022 Annual Report

Gender of child victims of Boys are increasingly Sexual extortion:

5 . . becoming targets of
financial sexual extortion :
sexual extortion

98% Boys

Known CSAM: Unknown/New CSAM:

C3P 2022

Even temporary images, videos or live-
streamed material can be captured & shared
using screenshots. OCSE survivors not only
endure the trauma of the actual abuse and
exploitation, but also re-victimisation by the
continuous circulation of the material. CSAM
survivors describe the chronic nature of this
trauma related to the distribution of the
material online as ‘never ending’.

“Wwhen a friend(s) calied me
via video call, they took a
screenshot of my photos
without my knowledige, then

posted my photos on our
(private) group chat.”

Overshielding children does not work.
Excessive controls and surveillance can lead
to a sense of oppression and invasion of
privacy. This can encourage children to
circumvent parental control and hinder them
from reaching for support if something
happens. Instead, it is best to foster trust and
open communication and empower children
to make safe choices online.

For more information consult: Child Safety by Design 2022,

INHOPE 2023, Suojellaan Lapsia 2021 "CSAM Users in the Child, Thailand .
Dark Web" (Child Safety by Design)
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